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like a blackmailed person, always living in hopes that
the favours handed out to keep them sweet would
eventually enable them to extricate the undertaking
from its embarrassments. They had not known when
to Call a halt;; but had taken a desperate gambler's
chance with the money entrusted to them in order to
salve the money entrusted by others, or by the same
people, and which was already lost.
On January lyth, the Advocate-General began his
address for the prosecution.
" Gentlemen, it is with feelings of the deepest distress
that I rise to speak in this case. You are called upon
to judge men whose past is without reproach, who have
occupied high social positions, and of whom some have
conceived and carried out immense undertakings which
have in a measure contributed to the glory of their
country. I had been hoping that the course of this
long trial would have given them the opportunity, in
view of what they stated, of justifying themselves and
making plain their innocence in the sight of all
beholders. That, unfortunately, has not happened, and
I find myself forced not to invite your justice to bring
in a verdict of rehabilitation, but to bring in a verdict
of condemnation and disgrace.
" Among those who are before you, there is one whose
personality overshadows the others by a peculiar
eminence. I should have liked, for my own part, to
be able to pass over him whose age and infirmity has
kept him away from this audience, and who has not
had to undergo these discomforts. This man has had
too great a confidence in his destiny, in his superiority,
in his star. He has launched, and has wished proudly